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It was on a night when the rain never ceased its dismal downpour. There were not many
people about in the palace and Genji's rooms seemed even quieter than usual. He was sitting by
the lamp, looking at various books and papers. Suddenly he hegan pulling some letters out of the
drawers of a desk which stood near by. This aroused Ho\no Chujo’s curiosity. ‘Some of them [
can show to you' said Genji ‘but there are others which I had rather--" ‘Tt is just those which I
want to see. Ordinary, commonplace letters are very much alike and I do not suppose that yours
differ much from mine. What [ want to see are passionate letters written in moments of
resetment, letters hinting consent, letters written at dusk---’

He begged so eagerly that Genji let him examine the drawers. It was not indeed likely that he
had put any very important or secret documents in the ordinary desk; he would have hidden
them away much further from sight. So he felt sufe that the letters in these drawers would be

nothing to worry about.
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